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Award
Winning
Merchants
Market

The Dewntown Merchants
Market won an award at the
BC BIA conference in May.
The category we won in
was Community programs,
parinerships and special events.
The judges were impressed
with the number of pariners we
work with and the long history
of the event. It originated over
20 years ago as the “200
Block” party and expanded
every year, undergoing many
different incarnations before

the best salsa in under an
hour (including shopping for
ingredients in the Farmer’s
Marketl).

Thursday The United Way
is holding the Community
Camival (formerly known as
the Charity Challenge). Mon-
profit groups come together,
each supplF;l'ng o carnival style
game, raising funds, awareness
and having lots of fun. It is an
old-fashioned family carnival
aimosphere filling rﬁe 200
block of Victoria Street from
1lam to 4pm.

Friday we don't close any
sireets off - the sidewalks rule
- with Downtown restaurants
showcasing their culinary
delights with the Taste of
Downtown event. This year the
BC Restaurant and Foodservices
Association [BCRFA) is joining

the action, they are working

Viannis Martial Arts group put on an incredible display of skills for the
Busker's Showdown in 2007, winning third place.

with wineries, breweries

and restaurants to host beer
and wine fastings. This will
complement the food sampling
that are happening in front of
eateries, on the “Sizzle Strip”
(in front of the TD Bank] and
with roving waiters. Also on
Fr'ldc:r;.r enjoy some amazing
street performers who will
dazzle you with their crazy
stunts and witty humour. One
of the featured entertainers this
year, from Vancouver is Piper
McKenzie with his “Action
comedy enteriainment” show,
which is packed with physical
skills fram juggling knives to

becoming what it is now. It is

a celebration of summer and

a true community event built
around the merchant's sidewalk
sale days. This is the one time
of year the Downtown is “on
sale”; the bargains are not

to be missed] Each day has

a different main event: on
Wednesday the Farmers Market
expands their usual Wednesday
market to fill the 400 Block with
vendors and arfisans, creating
a Saturday size market. The
CAP Team hosts the Salsa
Challenge with sponsorship
from Fresh is Best Salsa. Teams
compete to see who can make

balancing on a skateboard on
top of a fower of poles. He
does all this while cracking
jokes and involving the
audience in his antics.

Piper and others will be in the
BusEers Showdown on Saturday
in the Street Performers
category. We have a great
lineup for the musician category
as well, including Carly cmc?
Sadie Campbell. They were
both in the latest Canadian
Idel, Sadie making the top 200
and Carly the top 40.

Saturday the 200 Block

becomes a pedestrian maill
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featuring the Mainstage and
the Business and Artisans
showcase. Businesses that
are not on Victoria Street are
invited to set up shop this day
to take advantage of the foot
fraffic.

The artisans add a creative
and colorful flair to the event
selling their handcrafted items.
The Mainstage is filled with
music, dance, theatre and at
1pm the popular fashion show
with summer clothes from cur
fabulous boutiques. Four days
of sidewalk sales, fun, food and
entertainment, don't miss itl
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